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Abstract Circuit quantum electrodynamics (circuit QED) offers a promising platform for quantum information processing and quan-

tum simulation. The quantum spatial searches for identifying a target vertex on a graph have broad applications across information

technologies. However, implementing quantum spatial searches on a graph through circuit QED remains unexplored. In this paper, we

propose a scheme to realize quantum spatial searches via continuous-time quantum walks in a circuit QED system. Here, each cavity

represents a graph vertex, while a single superconducting (SC) qubit mediates interactions among all cavities, enabling coherent manip-

ulation of the search process in complete graphs. Remarkably, we find that an increasing number of vertices leads to a shorter search

time, and the search is achieved deterministically. Our numerical simulations for the target search in an eight-vertex complete graph

agree well with theoretical predictions, even under realistic decoherence and experimental parameters. This protocol is universal and can

be generalized to accomplish the same task in a wide range of physical systems, where multiple microwave or optical cavities couple to a

single matter qubit of various types.
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1 Introduction

Quantum search techniques play an important role in quantum information processing, which offers a wide range of
applications [1–8], such as optimization problems [9], quantum factoring [10], and quantum machine learning [11].
The problem of identifying a target vertex on a graph (i.e., spatial search algorithm) can be effectively modeled
using continuous-time quantum walks [12–16]. Spatial searches via continuous-time quantum walks have been
explored on graphs with diverse structures [17, 18] and implemented across various quantum systems, including
star graphs in linear optics [19] and 2D lattices in neutral atoms [20]. However, a review of the literature reveals
that the implementation of continuous-time quantum walk based search algorithms within the framework of circuit
quantum electrodynamics (QED) remains unexplored. In particular, the experimental realization of quantum spatial
search on complete graphs, where each vertex couples to all others, remains unachieved to date, as it requires high
connectivity and presents significant challenges for most quantum platforms.

Circuit QED, which integrates superconducting (SC) qubits with microwave resonators or cavities, has garnered
considerable attention due to its exceptional controllability, integrability, ease of fabrication, and potential for scal-
ability [21–30]. Experimental demonstrations have confirmed the strong coupling between SC qubits and microwave
cavities [31–33]. Notably, the level spacings of SC qubits can be rapidly tuned within 1–3 ns [34–37], and their coher-
ence time can reach from hundreds of microseconds to over 1 ms [38–44]. Moreover, high-quality microwave cavities,
including 1D and 3D configurations, have been experimentally demonstrated with quality factors (photon lifetimes)
reaching Q & 2.7× 106 (70 µs) and Q & 3.5× 107 (2 s), respectively [45–49]. These advancements underscore the
potential of circuit QED as a leading platform for quantum computation and quantum simulation [23–27,50–54].

In this paper, we present (i) the construction of a weighted complete graph (Figure 1(a)) using a circuit QED
architecture (Figure 1(b)), and (ii) the implementation of quantum search via continuous-time quantum walks on
this platform. The circuit QED system mainly consists of n microwave cavities, which represent n graph vertices.
The n cavities simultaneously couple to an SC qubit, enabling interactions between any pair of the cavities. In the
search process, an additional SC qubit is utilized to mark the target cavity. We show that the target cavity can

*Corresponding author (email: shenlijiong@hznu.edu.cn, yangcp@hznu.edu.cn)

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1007/s11432-025-4566-7&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2026-4-27
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11432-025-4566-7
info.scichina.com
link.springer.com
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11432-025-4566-7
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11432-025-4566-7


Su Q-P, et al. Sci China Inf Sci June 2026, Vol. 69, Iss. 6, 162504:2

Figure 1 (Color online) (a) Schematic of a complete graph with n vertices, where each vertex is connected to all others. The vertices are

depicted as circles, with the target vertex labeled as τ . (b) Setup for constructing a complete graph in circuit QED. All 1D microwave cavities

have the same frequency and couple to the SC qubit 1 (denoted as Q1) via capacitors. The target cavity (τ) is marked by its coupling to the SC

qubit 2 (denoted as Q2). Note that 1D cavities can be replaced by 3D microwave cavities. (c) Cavity j (j = 1, 2, . . . , n) is dispersively coupled

to the |g〉 ↔ |e〉 transition of qubit 1 with coupling constant gj and detuning ∆j . Cavity τ is dispersively coupled to the |g〉 ↔ |e〉 transition of

qubit 2 with coupling constant g′ and detuning ∆′.

be identified with a 100% probability after a short period of free evolution of the system. Numerical simulations,
incorporating decoherence, demonstrate that high-fidelity search for a target cavity in an eight-cavity system can
be achieved within current circuit QED technology.

This protocol has the following features and advantages. (i) It requires only two auxiliary SC qubits, minimizing
hardware resource demands; (ii) the parameters in the search Hamiltonian can be readily adjusted, providing
enhanced flexibility; (iii) the search time decreases as the number of graph vertices increases, offering scalability
and rapid execution; (iv) the search can be completed in a deterministic way without measurement during the
process, thereby ensuring search efficiency; and (v) this protocol is general and can be extended to microwave or
optical cavities and single qubits of various types, demonstrating high adaptability.

This paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, we introduce how to implement quantum spatial search in a
circuit QED system. In Section 3, we numerically analyze the experimental feasibility of identifying the target in
an eight-cavity system. A conclusion is presented in Section 4.

2 Quantum spatial search in circuit QED

We first present an efficient method to construct an n-vertex complete graph (Figure 1(a)) in a circuit QED platform,
which consists of n microwave cavities and a SC coupler qubit (i.e., qubit 1 with ground state |g〉 and excited state
|e〉), as shown in Figure 1(b). Note that qubit 1 does not represent a vertex. To enable interactions between any
two cavities, all cavities are coupled to qubit 1 via capacitors. The coupling strength can be adjusted using tunable
capacitors [55]. Alternatively, tunable couplers based on superconducting quantum interference devices (SQIDs)
can be employed to adjust the coupling strength between the SC qubit and cavities [56, 57]. Moreover, we assume
that n microwave cavities have the same frequency ωc, which can be realized by adopting frequency-adjustable
cavities [58, 59].

Then, we use an additional SC qubit (i.e., qubit 2) to couple the target cavity τ , as illustrated in Figure 1(b).
Since there does not exist a universal oracle circuit capable of marking the targets, the target elements are usually
assumed to be pre-known in the experimental demonstration of quantum search algorithms (e.g., [19, 20, 60–64]).
Following the previous studies, we here assume that the search target, i.e., the target cavity, is known.

In the interaction picture and under the rotating-wave approximation (RWA), the Hamiltonian of the system
shown in Figure 1(b) is given by (~ = 1)

H = g′aτ |e〉2 〈g| e−i∆′t +

n
∑

j=1

gjaj |e〉1 〈g| e−i∆t +H.C., (1)

where aj is the annihilation operator for cavity j, gj is the coupling constant between cavity j and qubit 1, and
∆ = ωc−ω1 is the detuning between the cavity frequency (ωc) and the |g〉1 ↔ |e〉1 transition frequency (ω1) of qubit
1 (Figure 1(c)). Similarly, g′ is the coupling constant between the target cavity τ and qubit 2, and ∆′ = ωc−ω2 is the
detuning between the cavity frequency (ωc) and the |g〉2 ↔ |e〉2 transition frequency (ω2) of qubit 2 (Figure 1(c)).
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Under the large detuning conditions |∆| ≫ gj , |∆′| ≫ g′, and

|∆−∆′|
(∆)−1 + (∆′)−1

≫ g′g, (2)

we derive the effective Hamiltonian [65]
He1 = H0 +HI (3)

with

H0 = λ′
(

a†τaτ |g〉2 〈g| − aτa
†
τ |e〉2 〈e|

)

+

n
∑

j=1

λj(a
†
jaj |g〉1 〈g| − aja

†
j |e〉1 〈e|), (4)

HI =
n
∑

j=1

n
∑

k=j+1

λjk(a
†
jak + aja

†
k)(|g〉1 〈g| − |e〉1 〈e|), (5)

where λ′ = g′2/∆′, λj = g2j /∆, and λjk = gjgk/∆. Note that the interaction term between qubits 1 and 2, mediated
through cavity τ , is negligible due to the condition in (2).

Suppose the system is initially in the state |Ψ0〉 = |g〉1 |g〉2 |ϕ0〉, with

|ϕ0〉 =
1√
n

n
∑

j=1

a†j |00 · · · 0〉 . (6)

Namely, the two qubits are in their ground states, and the n cavities are in aW state. For example, the W state for
three cavities is given by (a†1+a

†
2+a

†
3) |000〉 /

√
3 = (|100〉+ |010〉+ |001〉)/

√
3, where |0〉 and |1〉 denote the vacuum

state and the single-photon state of a cavity, respectively. The initial state of the cavities in (6) can be readily
prepared by exciting qubit 1 to the state |e〉 with a pulse and then allowing it to interact resonantly with the n
cavities [66]. The preparation duration tp is π/2Ω+ π/2

√
ngr, where Ω is the Rabi frequency of the pulse and gr is

the coupling strength between each cavity and qubit 1. For example, one has tp ≃ 13.5 ns for Ω = gr = 2π×25 MHz
and n = 8. Note that the system initially contains one photon (i.e., one walker), and the photon number is conserved
under the Hamiltonian He1.

Under the Hamiltonian He1, the two qubits remain in the ground state |g〉1 |g〉2 and are not excited. Thus, the
effective Hamiltonian He1 simplifies to

He2 = λ′a†τaτ +

n
∑

j=1

λja
†
jaj +

n
∑

j=1

n
∑

k=j+1

λjk(a
†
jak + aja

†
k), (7)

which is the effective Hamiltonian governing the dynamics of the cavity system. In a new interaction picture under
the Hamiltonian H ′

0 =
∑n

j=1 λja
†
jaj , the effective Hamiltonian further reduces to

He3 = λ′a†τaτ +

n
∑

j=1

n
∑

k=j+1

λjk[a
†
jake

i(λj−λk)t + aja
†
ke

−i(λj−λk)t]. (8)

Here, the values of the effective coupling strengths λ′ and λjk can be adjusted by changing coupling strengths gj
and g′ or detunings ∆ and ∆′. The detuning ∆ (∆′) can be changed by adjusting the energy-level spacings of SC
qubit 1 (2), and the coupling strengths gj and g

′ can be adjusted by varying the capacitance between the SC qubits
and the cavities.

By adjusting gj = g, λ′ = nλ, and λj = λk = λjk = λ, the Hamiltonian in (8) becomes

He = nλ a†τaτ + λ

n
∑

j=1

n
∑

k=j+1

[a†jak + aja
†
k]. (9)

In the following, we prove that the marked cavity τ can be found under the Hamiltonian He. The initial state

|ϕ0〉 of the cavities can be expressed as |ϕ0〉 = 1√
n
|τ〉 +

√
n−1√
n

|s〉, where

|τ〉 = a†τ |00 · · · 0〉 and |s〉 = 1√
n− 1

n
∑

j=1( 6=τ)

a†j |00 · · · 0〉 . (10)
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Applying He on the states |τ〉 and |s〉, we have

He |τ〉 = nλ |τ〉+ λ
√
n− 1 |s〉 , He |s〉 = λ

√
n− 1 |τ〉+ λ(n− 2) |s〉 . (11)

Here, we have used

nλ a†τaτ |τ〉 = nλ |τ〉 , λ

n
∑

j=1

n
∑

k=j+1

[a†jak + aja
†
k] |τ〉 = λ

√
n− 1 |s〉 ,

nλ a†τaτ |s〉 = 0, λ
n
∑

j=1

n
∑

k=j+1

[a†jak + aja
†
k] |s〉 =

√
n− 1 |τ〉+ (n− 2) |s〉 . (12)

Eq. (11) indicates that under He, the evolution of the cavity system, starting from the initial state |ϕ0〉, remains
confined to the two-dimensional subspace spanned by |τ〉 and |s〉.

We now analyze the dynamics of the cavity system within this subspace. The effective Hamiltonian in (9) can
be expressed as

He = (|τ〉 〈τ |+ |s〉 〈s|) ·He · (|τ〉 〈τ |+ |s〉 〈s|)
= λ

[

n |τ〉 〈τ | +
√
n− 1 |τ〉 〈s|+

√
n− 1 |s〉 〈τ |+ (n− 2) |s〉 〈s|

]

, (13)

where 〈τ |He |s〉 = 〈s|He |τ〉 = λ
√
n− 1 and 〈s|He |s〉 = λ(n− 2) have been used. The eigenvalues of this Hamilto-

nian are E± = λ(n±√
n− 1), with corresponding eigenvectors

|ψ±〉 =
1

C±
(|ϕ0〉 ± |τ〉), (14)

where C± =
√

2(1± 1/
√
n).

Since the Hamiltonian He is time-independent and the initial state can be expressed as |ϕ0〉 = (C+ |ψ+〉 +
C− |ψ−〉)/2 according to (14), the state of the cavity system at time t is given by

|ϕ(t)〉 = e−iHt |ϕ0〉

=
1

2
(e−iE+tC+ |ψ+〉+ e−iE−tC− |ψ−〉)

=
1

2
[C+ |ψ+〉+ ei(E+−E−)tC− |ψ−〉]. (15)

As |τ〉 = (C+ |ψ+〉 − C− |ψ−〉)/2 from (14), we find that |ϕ(t)〉 = |τ〉 when (E+ − E−)t = π, i.e., t = π/(2
√
nλ).

This implies that the walker is located at the target vertex with 100% probability at time π/(2
√
nλ). In this case,

the search time t decreases as either the number of vertices n or the jumping rate λ increases.
From the above description, one can see that the search algorithm based on continuous-time quantum walks

is deterministically implemented in the proposed circuit QED system. Notably, the effective coupling strengths
between different cavity pairs are adjustable [see He3 in (8)], which enables the construction of weighted graphs
and the implementation of other quantum tasks.

3 Experimental feasibility

To demonstrate the feasibility of implementing the search algorithm in circuit QED, we numerically simulate the
search process for an eight-vertex graph using eight microwave cavities and two SC transmon qubits. Without loss
of generality, we assume that the search target corresponds to cavity 1. Since we assumed that all cavities have
the same frequency during the simulation, the calculation results remain the same if the target cavity is set to be
any other cavity. In experiments, however, the frequency of each cavity may have a slight difference, and when the
target is another cavity, the specific computational results will have slight variations.

Suppose the whole system is initially in the state

|Ψ0〉 = |g〉1 |g〉2





1√
8

8
∑

j=1

a†j |00 · · · 0〉



 . (16)
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Figure 2 (Color online) Fidelity versus κ−1 for coupling strengths

g/2π = 25, 35, and 45 MHz. The numerical simulations are performed

with a decoherence time T = 20 µs.

Figure 3 (Color online) Fidelity versus gcr/gmax for decoherence

times T = 100, 10, 1 µs. Here, gcr denotes the intercavity crosstalk

strength, and gmax represents the maximum coupling strength be-

tween g and g′. The ratio gcr/gmax varies from 0 to 1%. Numerical

simulations are performed with κ−1 = 20 µs and g/2π = 45 MHz.

To account for dissipation and decoherence in the simulation of the search process, we employ the master equation

dρ

dt
= −i [H, ρ] + κ

8
∑

k=1

L [ak] +

2
∑

j=1

γegL
[

σ−
eg,j

]

+

2
∑

j=1

γφ,e (σee,jρσee,j − σee,jρ/2− ρσee,j/2) , (17)

where L [Λ] = ΛρΛ† − Λ†Λρ/2 − ρΛ†Λ/2 (with Λ = a, σ−
eg,j), σ

−
eg,j = |g〉j 〈e|, and σee,j = |e〉j 〈e|. In addition, κ

is the cavity decay rate, γeg is the energy relaxation rate for the excited state |e〉 of the qubits, and γφ,e is the
dephasing rate for the excited state |e〉 of the qubits. Here, H is the Hamiltonian given in (1).

The fidelity is defined as F =
√

〈ϕid| ρ |ϕid〉, where |ϕid〉 = |g〉1 |g〉2 |10000000〉 is the ideal output state, and ρ is
the final density matrix obtained by numerically solving the master equation. The parameters used in the numerical
simulations are as follows: (i) the detunings are set to ∆/2π = 1.0 and ∆′/2π = 0.125 GHz; (ii) the relaxation and
dephasing rates are γ−1

eg = T and γ−1
φ,e = T [42, 43]; (iii) g′ = g.

We first investigate the effects of the cavity decay time κ−1 and the coupling constant g on the fidelity. The
results indicate that the influence of κ−1 is slight, as shown in Figure 2. This is primarily because the search
time is significantly shorter than the values of κ−1 used in Figure 2, which are conservative estimates based on
current circuit QED experiments [42,43,45,46]. For instance, the search times are approximately 0.045, 0.075, and
0.147 µs for g/2π = 25, 35, and 45 MHz, respectively. For a fixed detuning ∆, a smaller coupling constant g better
satisfies the large detuning condition, which leads to higher fidelity, as demonstrated in Figure 2. The fidelities are
approximately 98.5%, 97.5%, and 95.9% for g/2π = 25, 35, and 45 MHz, respectively.

Next, we investigate the effects of the cavity crosstalk gcr and the decoherence time T of the SC qubits. The
crosstalk between cavities can be described by the Hamiltonian

Hcr = gcr

8
∑

j=1

8
∑

k=j+1

(a†jak + aja
†
k), (18)

where gcr represents the intercavity crosstalk strength. The ratio of the crosstalk strength gcr to the maximum
coupling strength gmax between g and g′ can be less than 0.01, as shown in [67, 68]. In the following simulations,
we use the total Hamiltonian H +Hcr, with g/2π = g′/2π = 35 MHz and κ−1 = 20 µs. The simulation results are
presented in Figure 3, where gmax denotes the maximum coupling strength between g and g′. As expected, the fidelity
decreases as gcr increases. For example, the fidelities are about 95.8%, 95.3%, and 92.2% for gcr/gmax = 0, 0.5%,
and 1.0%, with T = 10 µs. Furthermore, the results indicate that the effect of the qubit decoherence (parameterized
by T ) is negligible.
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4 Conclusion

We have demonstrated the construction of a complete graph using a circuit QED system. We have further demon-
strated the implementation of quantum spatial search on the constructed graph through continuous-time quantum
walks. Our proposal has several distinguishing features and advantages, as mentioned in the introduction. In
particular, an increasing number of vertices can lead to a shorter search time, and the search can be completed
deterministically. Our numerical simulations indicate that, in an eight-cavity system, the high-fidelity search can be
achieved within current circuit QED technology. To the best of our knowledge, this study is the first to demonstrate
the implementation of quantum spatial search on the complete graph constructed in a circuit QED system.

As only basic dispersive coupling between cavities and qubits is required, this proposal is generic and can be
applied to accomplish the same task in a wide range of physical systems, where the n cavities can be either microwave
or optical cavities and the two auxiliary qubits can be various matter qubits, such as atomic qubits, quantum dots,
nitrogen-vacancy centers, magnons, or superconducting qubits with different types. Furthermore, the proposed
construction and approach can be extended to implement quantum spatial searches on a variety of graphs, with
examples provided in Appendix A.
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Appendix A Examples of graphs constructed in circuit QED

The configuration in Figure 1(b) of the main text, where one qubit is coupled to multiple cavities, can be generalized to construct other

graphs, such as joined complete graphs1). An example of a joined complete graph and its construction in circuit QED are shown in

Figures A1(a) and (d), respectively. In our protocol, the size of the searchable database is limited by the number of cavities that can be

coupled to a single SC qubit. This limitation arises from the constraints of the chip structure. However, it can be addressed by adopting

a joined complete graph structure. For example, the complete graphs within this structure may be distributed across multiple chips.

Furthermore, by resonating the central qubit with cavities, the configuration in Figure 1(b) can be used to realize star graphs [19],

such as the 7-vertex graph shown in Figure A1(b) and its realization in Figure A1(e). Note that here the central qubit also represents

a vertex. Similarly, complete ternary tree graphs can be constructed, as illustrated in Figures A1(c) and (f). Since only one photon is

occupied in the cavities shown in Figure 1(b) (i.e., there is only a single excitation during the search process), the complete graph in

Figure 1(a) can also be constructed by replacing the system in Figure 1(b) with n SC qubits simultaneously coupled to a microwave

cavity (or a single SC qubit).

After the construction of a graph in circuit QED, the target cavity can be identified after free evolution of the system by marking

it via an oracle circuit or an auxiliary qubit. Thus, the configuration in Figure 1(b) is the core of constructing various graphs used for

quantum spatial searches. The success probability of finding the target depends on the graph structure. In theory, it reaches 100% in

complete graphs [12], approaches 100% in star graphs2), but remains considerably below 100% in joined complete graphs1).

Figure A1 (Color online) Three graph examples constructed using the structure in Figure 1(b) are shown: (a) a joined complete graph formed

by three six-vertex complete graphs, (b) a seven-vertex star graph, and (c) a complete ternary tree graph. Vertices and edges are represented

by red circles and blue lines, respectively. The corresponding setups in circuit QED for realizing these graphs are illustrated in (d)–(f), with

red dashed circles denoting cavities, blue discs denoting SC qubits dispersively coupled to the cavities, while red discs representing SC qubits

resonant with the cavities.

1) Meyer D A, Wong T G. Connectivity is a poor indicator of fast quantum search. Phys Rev Lett, 2015, 114: 110503.

2) Cattaneo M, Rossi M A C, Paris M G A, et al. Quantum spatial search on graphs subject to dynamical noise. Phys Rev A, 2018, 98:
052347.
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