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Abstract This paper examines the energy efficiency of a multi-user system where federated learning (FL) is implemented
in a distributed manner across all nodes. Each user employs a fluid antenna system (FAS) to improve the channel condition,
while the base station (BS) is equipped with multiple traditional fixed-position antennas (FPAs). When performing the FL
algorithm, each user first trains a local model and transmits it to the BS over shared time-frequency resources. Then, the
BS aggregates the received models and broadcasts the combined model back to all users. These steps are repeated until the
FL model achieves a desired accuracy level. The system energy is mainly consumed in the computation and transmission
processes at the user side. To save energy, we develop an optimization framework that minimizes the total energy consumption
by jointly optimizing the learning accuracy, transmit power, antenna positions, and the BS receivers. Since the optimization
variables are highly coupled, the problem is non-convex and quite complex. To address the issue, we propose an iterative
algorithm to obtain a suboptimal solution of the problem. Simulation results have verified the effectiveness of the algorithm
and also the advantages of FAS over the conventional FPA technology.
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1 Introduction

The upcoming sixth-generation (6G) wireless networks are expected to provide extremely high capacity,
reliability, massive connectivity, and services beyond communications. In line with this trend, fluid
antenna system (FAS), representing any software-controllable fluidic, dielectric or conductive structures,
such as mechanical liquid-based antennas, radio-frequency pixel-based antennas, movable antennas, or
metasurface, that can reconfigure the shape, size, position, orientation, and other radiation characteristics,
has been proposed in recent years for enabling flexible and adaptive wireless communications [1-5]. Unlike
the traditional antenna techniques where multiple antennas are discretely deployed at fixed positions with
sufficient separation, the very fine spatial resolution and dynamic shape of FAS enable it to capitalize
on the full range of spatial variations, resulting in significantly improved performance in terms of outage
probability [6-8], diversity gain [9,10], system capacity [11-13], and secrecy rate [14,15]. FAS also offers
a new capability to exploit the spatial opportunity where the interference suffers from deep fades for
multiuser communication, leading to the formation of new multiple access [16-18].

The effectiveness of FAS is closely tied to the accurate acquisition of channel state information (CSI).
Therefore, the development of methods for obtaining accurate CSI at different positions or at a wide
range of preset ports on a FAS is critical to realizing its full potential. Channel estimation for FAS-
assisted systems has been studied by some studies [19,20]. Specifically, in [19], a low-sample size method
was proposed to estimate and reconstruct the CSI of a mmWave uplink system, where all transmitters
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use FAS. In [20], channel estimation and reconstruction were achieved through a combination of Nyquist
sampling and maximum likelihood estimation. The study highlighted the importance of oversampling
to improve estimation accuracy. However, given the practical limitations of oversampling, a suboptimal
sampling distance was proposed to enable efficient channel reconstruction while balancing accuracy and
feasibility. In addition to the above-mentioned papers, a number of studies have also explored how FAS
can work synergistically with other emerging technologies, such as enhancing next-generation multiple
access (NGMA) applications [21-23], advancing Al-enabled FAS systems [24-26], investigating FAS-
assisted integrated sensing and communication (ISAC) [27-29], and facilitating communication with FAS
and reconfigurable intelligent surface (RIS) integration [30,31].

On the other hand, machine learning will be essential in next-generation mobile communication sys-
tems, providing the foundation for network intelligence [32-34]. However, due to privacy concerns, limited
computational resources, and communication constraints, centralized learning, where the users transmit
all of their collected data to a central base station (BS) for processing, is often impractical [35-38].
In response, distributed learning frameworks like federated learning (FL) have emerged as key solu-
tions, allowing users to collaboratively train models while preserving data privacy through local data
processing [39,40]. The performance of FL in wireless systems has been extensively studied in several
studies [41-43]. In particular, Ref. [41] addressed the FL loss function minimization problem, factoring in
packet errors over wireless links. Studies in [42,43] focused on minimizing the total energy consumed in
computation and communication when executing the FL algorithms. However, Ref. [42] required that all
users transmit their local model synchronously. To avoid co-channel interference, Refs. [41,43] employed
orthogonal frequencies for user transmissions, which may constrain the communication performance dur-
ing model uploads. Moreover, all these studies considered the traditional fixed-position antennas (FPAs).

In this paper, we examine energy-efficient computation and transmission for FL in a FAS-assisted
mobile system. FEach user has a single-antenna FAS, while the BS is equipped with multiple traditional
FPAs. Leveraging collected data, each user trains a local FL model using their own computational
resources. After training, users transmit their models to the BS over shared time-frequency resources.
The BS aggregates the received models and broadcasts the combined model back to all users. These
steps, i.e., local training, data transmission, aggregation, and broadcasting, are repeated iteratively until
the FL model achieves a desired accuracy level. The system’s energy consumption depends mainly on
the learning accuracy and data transmission size. To minimize overall energy usage, we develop an
optimization framework that jointly optimizes the learning accuracy, transmit power, antenna positions,
and the BS receivers. Due to the strong interdependence among variables, the problem is non-convex
and quite intractable. To address this, we develop an iterative algorithm to deal with the problem, where
in each iteration, the optimal or near-optimal solutions for the arrived subproblems can be easily found.
Simulation results show that the proposed algorithm can greatly reduce the energy consumption, and
also highlight the advantages of FAS over the traditional FPA technology.

The rest of this paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, the system model is provided and the
problem is formulated. In Section 3, we provide an iterative algorithm to solve the energy minimization
problem. Simulation results are given in Section 4 to verify the proposed algorithm. Finally, Section 5
draws some concluding remarks. Auxiliary technical results are given in the appendices.

Notations. R and C, respectively, represent the real and complex spaces. Boldface lower and upper
case letters are used to denote vectors and matrices. I); stands for the M x M dimensional identity
matrix and 0 denotes the all-zero vector or matrix. Also, superscripts ()T and (-)!, respectively, denote
the transpose and conjugate transpose operations. We use calligraphic capital letters to denote sets, such
asU ={1,...,U}, and Uy \ Us to denote set subtraction. We use calligraphic subscript to denote the set

of elements whose indexes take values from the subscript set, e.g., pyy = {p1,...,pu}. If || is applied to
a number, it denotes the magnitude of that number; when applied to a set, it represents the cardinality
of the set. ||-||, is the Euclidean norm. To help readers follow the mathematical contents, the meanings

of some key notations in this paper are summarized in Table 1.

2 System model and problem formulation

As depicted in Figure 1, we consider a multi-user wireless communication system with U users and a
BS. Each user is equipped with a linear FAS of size W,,, where the antenna can be instantly switched to
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Table 1 List of key notations.

Notation Definition Notation Definition
Uu.u Number of users, set of all users, set of active s Step size of the gradient method in computing
P users at time block n the local FL model
Number of time blocks, set of all time blocks
N ’ ’ -st 1
N> N set of active time blocks of user u Y y-strongly convex
FAS size of user u, antenna position of the FAS Effective switched capacitance in the
W, Wu,n . . K .
of user u at time block n local computation
M Number of antennas at the BS s Transmit data size of the users
. Siganl and transmit power of user u at
d f the B t LA
Spacing o e BS antenna U Tu,n,s Pu,n time blodk n
A Wavelength Zn, 07 Noise vector and noise power
. Received signal vector of the BS
B Bandwidth Yn at time block n
T Time constraint on local computation and Channel vector from user u to the
data transmission Gu,n BS at time block n
. Length of time block n L. Number of propagation paths between user
u and the BS
C Number of CPU cycles necessary for computing ® Complex channel gain of the I-th
“ one sample data at user u wt path of user u
D, Number of data samples of user u Bu,t,Oun AoA and AoD of the [-th path of user u
Gy Computation capacity of user u Ay R Steering vector at the receiver side
I, Number of computation iterations of user u Aoy, T Steering element at the transmitter side
Lipschitz constant for the loss . . .
J fuiction of the FL model Fun Linear receiver for detecting x.,n
Local and global accuracy levels Fraction of time allocated for
€ .
1, €0 of the FL model P local FL. model computation
Global FL model
. —
WO ﬂ User U T
G RGR o il
—_— //, [ ﬂ

= = FRE A4
I Linear \fi> / A\

o J §>_
User 1 e
L4 m ’—
. e M FPAs
-------------- 2 8,0, ) \_' L
w, W B \ lb— A=l
u ' 2)
eu,l A:’_--__
""""""" o 1
User u

Local FL model

Figure 1 (Color online) FAS-assisted mobile system where the users have FAS for transmission but the BS uses multiple FPAs
for reception.

any position in a FASY) [44]. The BS is equipped with an M-antenna uniform linear array (ULA) with
antenna spacing d = %, where A is the wavelength. All users and the BS collaboratively execute an FL
algorithm across the network for data analysis and inference. The model trained at each user using its
local dataset is referred to as the local FL model, while the model aggregated and updated at the BS
using all collected local models is called the global FL. model. The FL process is conducted iteratively

between the users and the BS, with each iteration consisting of three main steps: local computation at

1) Each antenna structure can be seen as a reconfigurable pixel-based linear FAS that has many tiny pixels, among which the
certain number of pixels and their connections are activated at each time to switch between many reconfigurable states [44]. Using
this technology, it is possible to switch the antennas with almost no time delay.
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each user, local FL model transmission to the BS, and aggregation of results followed by broadcast from
the BS.

Note that in the downlink phase, the BS benefits from high power and bandwidth for broadcasting
the global FL. model. Thus, as assumed in [43], the downlink transmission time is considered negligible
compared to the uplink transmission time. In the following, we first introduce the computation and
transmission models, and then formulate the energy-efficiency optimization problem.

2.1 Computation model

In the system, each user u has to compute a local dataset with D,, data samples. Denote the computation
capacity of user u by G, (cycles/second), which is measured by the number of CPU cycles per second.
Then, the time of user u required for computing its local FL. model is

1,C,D
tC: u“uldu 1
u Gu Y ()

where C,, (cycles/sample) is the number of CPU cycles necessary for computing one sample data at
user u. In addition, I, in (1) is the number of computation iterations of user v and is given by

1
I, =vlogy —, 2
2 (2)

where 7 is the local accuracy level and v = ﬁ [43, Lemma 1]. Here J is the Lipschitz constant for
the loss function of the FL model, v > 0 is a real positive number that indicates that the loss function
of the FL model is y-strongly convex, and ¢ < % is the step size of the gradient method used by each
user in computing the local FL, model? [43]. Then, according to [45, Lemma 1], the energy required to
compute a total of C, D, CPU cycles over I, iterations is

ES = xI1,C,D,G?, (3)

where £ is the effective switched capacitance that depends on the chip architecture.

2.2 Transmission model

In the uplink transmission phase, the users communicate with the BS using the same time-frequency
resource with bandwidth B. Assume that the users must complete their local computation and data
transmission within a total time of T's. As illustrated in Figure 2, user u spends t& on local computation,
leaving tI = T — t$ for data transmission. Since local computations may take different amounts of time
for the users, transmissions may thus start at different times for them. Obviously, the user completing
its local computation in the shortest time will begin transmission first, while the user with the longest
local computation time will begin transmission last. We define the interval 7 — min{t$,...,t5} as the
transmission time for the user that completes the computation earliest. This interval is divided into N
time blocks 71, ..., 7y, with each block marking the start of transmission for a new user who has just
finished local computation and begins uploading its FL. model. Since there are in total U users, we have
at most U transmission time blocks, i.e., N < U. For convenience, let U, represent the set of users
transmitting their FL. models during time block n, and let N, denote the set of time block indexes in
which user u transmits it FL model.

For ease of understanding, we take the system with three users in Figure 2 for example. Since t§ <
t{ < t§, the interval t7 = T — t§ is divided into three blocks, i.e., 71 = t§{ — S, o = t§ — t{, and
71 =T —t$. During the first time block 71, only user 2 is transmitting. Therefore, U; = {2}. Similarly,
we have Uy = {1,2} and Us = {1,2,3}. On the other hand, user 1 transmits its FL model in the second
and third time blocks. Therefore, N7 = {2,3}. Analogously, we have Mo = {1,2,3} and N5 = {3}.

2) Note that in this paper, we adopt the same FL algorithm as used in [43]. Therefore, several parameters from [43], such as J,
7, and 4§, are also relevant here. Due to space limitations, we do not detail the computations for the local and global FL models.
For further information on the FL algorithm and the specific meanings of these parameters, please refer to [43].
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T1 T2 T3
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Figure 2 (Color online) Implementation of the FL algorithm with three users.

2.2.1  Signal model

As stated above, at the n-th time block, users in the set U,, are transmitting their FL models simultane-
ously using the shared time-frequency resource. Then, the received signal of the BS at this time block is
given by

Yn = Z GunTun + Zn, (4)
ueUy,

where 2, , ~ CN(0,py.n) is the signal of user u, p,., is the transmit power, g, € CM*! denotes the
channel vector from user u to the BS, and z, ~ CN(0,0%I),) represents the additive white Gaussian
noise (AWGN).

2.2.2  Channel model

Let wy,, € [0,W,] denote the antenna position of user u at the n-th time block. Using the planar-wave
geometric channel model typical in mmWave systems [46], the channel vector g, , can be modeled as

L.,
Gun =V MZ ¢u,lau,R(ﬂu,l)aZ7T(9u,lvwu,n)a (5)
=1

PL,

where L, is the number of propagation paths between user u and the BS, and ¢, ; ~ CN(0,107 10 ) is
the complex channel gain of the {-th path. Here PL,, ; is the distance-dependent pathloss of the I-th path
of user v and it is given in the simulation part. Also, @y, r(Bu,) and ay,v(0y,i, wy,n) are, respectively, the
steering vector at the receiver side and the steering element at the transmitter side, given by

1 om . T
au,R(ﬁu,Z) = /—M 17 eijodCOSﬁu'lv R eijo(Iwil)dCOS Bust 3 (6)

au,T(ou,l,wu,n) — e*jz%wu,n Coseu,l’ (7)

where (.1, 0, € [0, 7] are, respectively, the angle-of-arrival (AoA) and angle-of-departure (AoD) of the
I-th path of user u. Now, we define

@, = diag{du1,---,PuL,} € Cluxbu,
Aur = [@ur(Bur); - Gur(Bur,)] € CM* L,

au,T(wu,n) - [au,T(eu,lv wu,n)v RS au,T(ou,Luy wu,n)] S ClXLu7 (8)
based on which the channel vector g, , in (5) can also be expressed as

Gun = VMA, g P.all 1 (wyn). 9)
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2.2.3  Wireless transmission

Based on the above settings, the total energy consumed by user u for transmitting its FL model is

Eg = Z TnPu,n- (10)
neN,

Assume that the BS uses a linear receiver f,, € CMx1 to detect the symbol Zy,n. Then, according to
(4), the data rate of user u at the n-th time block is

Ry =logy (1+SINR, ), (11)

where the signal-to-interference-plus-noise ratio (SINR) is given by

Pu,n ‘f;{,ngu,n‘z

2 2"
Zu’eb{n\{u} Pu'in }fgngu’,n’ + 02 || funll

SINR,,,, = (12)

Assuming the dimensions of the users’ local FL models are fixed and equal, the data size that each user
must upload is thus a constant, denoted by s. Each user u uploads its data over the time blocks in N,.
Therefore, the following constraint has to be satisfied:

> BruRun>s, Yucll. (13)
neN,

2.3 Problem formulation

From (3) and (10) we know that the total energy consumption required for local FL. model computation
and transmission is
E=1I,» (ES+E)), (14)
ueU

where Iy = ﬁ is the number of global iterations in performing the FL algorithm and b = % In % [43,
Theorem 1]. Here £ is a constant value and € denotes the target accuracy level that the global FL model
must achieve. Our objective is to minimize E by optimizing the local accuracy level, users’ transmit
power, antenna positions, and the BS’s linear receivers. The problem can be formulated as

min E (15a)
n,Pu, wu, Fuy
s.t. t9 < pT, Yu e U, (15b)
0<n<l, (15¢)
> BruRun >s, Yuell, (15d)
neNy,
Pun =20, Vu €U, n €N, (15e)
0< Wy < Wy, Yu e, n €N, (15f)
Pun = Wun =0, fun=0, Yuel, ne N\ N,, (15g)

where 0 < p < 1 represents the fraction of time allocated for local FL model computation, py =
{p1,...,pv}, Pu = [pu,la'-'apu,N]Ta wy = {wi,...,wy}, w, = [wu,lu-'-uwu,N]Ta Fy ={F,...,Fy}
and F, = [fun,--., fun]. Note that in (15g), the transmit power, antenna position, and BS receiver of
user u are set to zero for any time block n € A"\ N,. This is because user u only transmits data during
the time blocks within N,,.

3 Iterative algorithm

Since the optimization variables are highly interdependent, problem (15) is quite intractable. In this
section, we propose an iterative algorithm to solve it.
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3.1 Optimization of 7

First, we optimize n with all the other variables fixed. Problem (15) in this case reduces to

min F (16a)
"

st. t9 < pT, Yuel, (16b)

0<n<1. (16¢)

To make the analysis more convenient, we first simplify the expression of (16). Let

brv
o= In2 Z Culu G
weld

as =b Z Z TnPu,n- (17)

u€U neENy
Then, based on (2)—(10), the total energy consumption E in (14) can be rewritten as

E:l—z <f<wC D, G 10g2n+ Z Tnpun>

n weU neN,
_ —aplnn+as

18
L (18)
In addition, according to (1) and (2), the constraint (16b) can be rewritten as
vCy Dy,
- Inn < pT, , 1
G o2 nn < pl, Yu el (19)
which can be equivalently transformed to
12 oo, (20)
where TO o
pL Gy 1N
= R B — v Uo. 21
ag max{exp< "C.D. ), u € } (21)

Since % 0,Yu € U, we know that 0 < a9 < 1. Then, problem (16) can be equivalently

transformed to

min  —oinntos (22a)
n 1—7n
st. ag<n<l. (22Db)

In Theorem 1, we provide the optimal solution of (22).
Theorem 1. Let 7y denote the zero point of * 5+ Inn = 1+ 52, which is unique and can be easily found
using the bisection method. Then, the optimal solut1on of (22) is

n" = max{ao, 1m0} (23)
Proof.  See Appendix A.
3.2 Optimization of py, wy, and Fy

Next, we optimize py, wy, and Fy, for given 1. The original problem (15) in this case reduces to

rmn Z Z TnDu,n (24a)

U WY, ZA
p UEU nEN,

s.t. Z Br,Ryn=s, Yuel, (24b)
neN,
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Pun =0, Vu €U, n €N, (24¢)
0< wypn < Wy, Yu e, n €N, (24d)
Pun = Wun =0, fun=0, Yueld, ne N\ N,, (24e)

where in the objective function, we omit the constants ES and Iy for convenience. From the channel
model in (9) and the SINR expression in (12), we know that the optimization variables are coupled,
making problem (24) non-convex and quite intractable. To address this issue, we use the fact that if
minimum mean square error (MMSE) receivers are adopted by the BS for signal detection, the MMSE
and SINR of each link satisfy MMSE = HS% [47,48]. This relationship allows us to simplify problem
(24). In particular, the mean square error (MSE) of user u at time block n is given by

2‘|
1

= E ( Enguﬂl - ) xu,n + Z fvilngu’7n‘rul7n + fgnz

VPun u' €U, \{u}

i 2
= (\/pu,nfg,ngu,n - 1) + Z Pu'\n Engu’,ngg,nfu,n + U2fqlinfu,n
w €U, \{u}

1
Pu,n

MSE,, = E

H
u,ny - Tu,n

2

= ffn < Z pu’-,ngu’yngggn + U2IM> fun = \/pu.,nfvil,ngu.,n - \/pu,ngilj.,nfu.,n +1, (25)

w' €Uy,
and the corresponding MMSE receiver that minimizes MSE,, ,, is
f{f)n = gcnin MSE, »
—1
= v/Pu,n ( Z pu’,ngu’,ngg’,n + UQIM> Gu,n- (26)
uw' Uy,

Since MMSE,, ,, = H—SI*I{TRM’ problem (24) can be transformed to

min Z Z TnPun (27a)

puwus Fu uEU nEN,
s.t. > mInMSE,, < =3, Yu el (27b)
neNy
Pun 20, Yu €U, n €N, (27¢)
0< wypn < Wy, Yu e, n €Ny, (27d)
Pun = Wun =0, fun=0, Yuel, neN\N,, (27e)

where § = “7?2. Note that although the relationship MMSE,, ,, = m
in (27b). Now we explain the reason. From the expressions of the channel vector Gun in (9) and the
MMSE receiver f, in (26), we know that the MMSE receiver minimizing MSE, ,, is a function of
Pun and wy,p, for all u € U,. While substituting f; ,, into (25) would allow us to reformulate problem
(27) solely in terms of py and wy, this approach would result in strong coupling among the variables
Duns Wan, YU € Uy, rendering problem (27) significantly more intractable. Therefore, we retain f, , as
an independent variable such that py, wy, and Fy; can be optimized in an alternative way. Since there
is no constraint on the value of f ,, we use MSE in (27b). However, it can be easily proven that in the
optimal case of (27), fu., must adopt the form given in (26), thereby transforming the MSE into the
MMSE.

Although the fractional SINR expressions have been avoided, problem (27) remains challenging since
the left-hand-side term of each constraint (27b) is a weighted sum of |A,| In(:) terms. To remove the
In(-) operation, we introduce an auxiliary variable fi,, ,, for each user u and time block n, and arrive at a

is adopted, we use MSE,, ,
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new problem as follows:

min Z Z TnDu,n (28a)

pu wu, Fu,puy

wEU neEN,

s.t. > (e T MSEy i — prun) < =5, Yu €U, (28b)
neNy
Pun =0, Vu eU, n €N, (28¢)
0 < wypn < Wy, Yuel, n €N, (28d)
Pun = Wy = flun =0, fun =0, Vueld, n € N\ N, (28e)

where py = {p1,....pv} and py = [y, -- ,umN]T. In Theorem 2, we show that the above two
problems (27) and (28) are equivalent and provide the optimal solution for each fiy, .

Theorem 2. The problems (27) and (28) are equivalent in that they have the same optimal objective
function value. Let (pj;, wy;, Fyj, pj;) denote the optimal solution of (28) and MSE], ,, represent the
corresponding MSE of user u at time block n. Then, we have

n

tyn =1 —=InMSE} ,, Yu €U, n € N,. (29)

Proof.  See Appendix B.
Note that although problem (28) has been significantly simplified, it remains complex. In the following,
we solve it by iteratively optimizing the variables.

3.2.1  Optimization of pu

We first optimize py for given wy, Fy, and py. For convenience, define ¢, = \/Dun, Vu € U,n € N,
Qu = [qu1,- - qun] ", and g = {q1,...,qu}. Then, based on (25), problem (28) becomes

ngin Z Z an;in (30a)
u

wEU nEN,

wm— H 2 H H H
s.t. Z o € ' (qu!"‘f%ngu)" B 1) + Z qi’,nfu,ngu’,ngu’,nfu,n +02 umfu,n — Hu,n

neNy w €U \{u}

<-4 Vuel, (30b)
Qun =20, Vuel, n €Ny, (30c)
Qun =0, Vu eld, n e N\ N,. (30d)

Problem (30) is a quadratically constrained quadratic program (QCQP) and is convex. The optimal
solution can thus be found by using the standard tools such as Interior-point method and CVX. Once
the optimal g is obtained, we set pj, , = qZ?n,Vu eU,neN.

3.2.2  Optimization of wy and Fy

Next, we optimize wy and Fp; with given py and py. From (28) we see that the values of wy and
Fy; do not affect the objective function (28a), but only affect the MSE terms in the constraint (28b).
Considering that minimizing the sum MSE of all users at all time blocks can provide more degree of
freedom in optimizing the other variables in the subsequent steps, we optimize wy; and Fy; by minimizing
the summation of the left-hand-side terms of (28b) for all users. The problem can be formulated as
follows:

min et IMSE, 3la
> > , (312)

wy, Fuy

ueU neN,

st. > 7 (" T IMSEy — pun) < =8, Yu €U, (31b)
neN,
0< wypn < Wy, Yu e, n €Ny, (31c)

Wy =0, Vueld, ne N\ N,. (31d)
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From the channel model in Subsection 2.2.2 and (25) we observe that the variables wy n, fun,Vu €
U,n € N, are highly interdependent in the MSE expressions, making (31) quite challenging to solve.
To make the problem tractable, we iteratively optimize the antenna position of each user at each time
block, i.e., wy . Note that although, as seen from (9), the variable w, , directly influences only the
channel vector g, the resulting g,,,, subsequently affects the MMSE receivers of all users in the n-th
time block, i.e., fur n,Vu" € U,. Consequently, in each iteration, in addition to updating wy ., it is
necessary to also update fy» n,Vu” € U,. Nevertheless, since f,» n,Vu"” € U, can be computed using
the closed-form expression provided in (26), the updating process remains computationally efficient. The
problem is formulated as follows:

min Z eﬂ1b,,‘”71MSEu//1n (323,)
wu,nv{fu,n}u”el/tn w' €Uy,

s.t. Z Tn! (eﬂ1b,,’nl71MSEu//1n/ — l,[,ullynl) g —§, VUN S u'n,7 (32b)
n’GNuN

0 < wu < W, (82¢)

where the parameter 7, in the objective function is omitted for brevity since it is the weighted sum of
the MSE of all users at the fixed time block n. Note that to differentiate from the specific user u and
time block n under consideration, in problem (32), we introduce the notation u” to represent a general
user in U,, and n’ for a general time block in N,~. In the following, we show that problem (32) can be
near-optimally solved.

Before solving (32), we first simplify its expression. According to (25), for any user u” € U,,, its MSE
at the n-th time block can be written as

M = fi{//’n ( Z puﬁ"gu’,nggyn + U2IM> Jurrn = \/pu“,nfi{“,ngu”,n - \/pu“,ngvlj”,nfu“,n +1

u' €Uy,

= fg’,n (pu,ngu,nggn + Qu,n) fu”,n - \/pu”,nfi{”,ngu”,n - \/pu”,ngvil”,nfu”,n +1

-1
— _pu”,ngg”)n (pu,ngu,ngg)n + Qu,n) gu''.n + 17 (33)
where
Qu,n - Z pu/,ngu’,nggm + O'QIM; (34)
uw €Un\{u}

and the last step of (33) holds since in the optimal case, fu» . = \/Du’.n (pumgu,ngfin + Qum)_l gu'’ -
Using (33), the objective function (32a) can be rewritten as

_ _ —1
Z ghu’’.n 1MSEu”,n = Z el m ! [_pu//,ngg’,n (pu,ngu,ngvlin =+ Qu,n) gu'’ n + 1:| . (35)
w’ €Uy, w’ €U,

In addition, the constraint (32b) can be rewritten as
Z Tn! (e#u”’”lilMSEuN’n/ _ ,Uwu.”,n’)
n' €N

=7, (e“u”,n—ll\/ISEuw,n — Nu”,n) + Z Tt (euu//’"/_lMSEu//m/ _ Nu”,n’)
n’ €N, \{n}

_ —1
=Tn {6“““’" ! |:_pu”,ng1lj”,n (pu,ngu,ngg,n + Qu,n) gu”,n + 1:| - Nu”,n}

—|— Z Tn' (e“u”’"/_lMSEu//)n/ — /j,u//)n/)
n’ GNuN \{n}

< -5 W' el,. (36)

For convenience, we equivalently rewrite the inequality (36) as follows:

-1
- pu”,nggl”,n (pu,ngu,ng}in + Qu,n) gu'’ ,n g wu”,ny VUJN S Z/{n, (37)
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Algorithm 1 Iterative optimization for solving (31).

1: repeat

2 forn=1:N do

3: for u € U,, do

4 Find the point in {0, ¢,2¢e, ..., W, } that minimizes (39a) and satisfies (39b) and (39c) using one-dimensional search,
and let it be w}, ;

5 Update gu,» based on wy, ,, and (9);

6: Update fu,n,Vu'' € U, based on (26) and the new gy n;

7 end for

8 end for

9: until Convergence;

Algorithm 2 Iterative optimization for solving (15).

1: Initialize py and wyy;

2: Compute Fy and py based on (26) and Theorem 2;
3: repeat

4: Update n based on Theorem 1;

5: repeat

6: Update gy by solving (30) and set py,n = qi’n, Yu € U,n € Nj
7: Update wy and Fy; using Algorithm 1;

8: Update py based on Theorem 2;

9: until Convergence;

10: until Convergence;
where

1/}71”.,77, = ;_1 Tn,uu//_’n — Z Tn' (e‘u“”'",ilMSEunyn/ — Hu”,n/) — § — 1 (38)

Moy 7
Tpehuwm
n n’ E./\/u// \{n}

Based on (35) and (37), the problem (32) can be equivalently transformed to

_ —1
Ig}laX Z et n lpu”.,ngg//,n (pu,ngu,nggn + Qun) gu'’ ,n (39&)
“Twred,
—1
s.t. - pu”,ngg“m (pu,ngunggn + Qu,n) gu”,n < 1/}71”.,77,; VUH S Z/[n, (39b)
0 < Wy, < W (39¢)

We divide the interval [0, W,] into K + 1 equal-length subintervals, yielding K + 1 boundary points
{0,¢,2¢,...,W,}, where e = W,,/K is the length of each subinterval. Then, a near-optimal solution of
(39) can be easily found by using the exhaustive search (ES) (or one-dimensional search) method®). Once
the near-optimal wy; ,, is obtain, we update g, using (9), and then f,» ,,Vu" € U, based on (26). The
iterative steps for solving (31) are summarized in Algorithm 1.

3.2.3  Optimization of puy

Given py, wy, and Fy, the optimal p;, can be obtained based on Theorem 2. So far, we have shown
how to optimize the variables in each iteration. The main steps for solving the original problem (15) are
summarized in Algorithm 2.

3.3 Convergence and complexity analysis

In this subsection, we analyze the convergence and complexity of the proposed Algorithms 1 and 2.

3.3.1 Convergence analysis

As shown in Algorithm 1, for each time block n and user u in U,,, a near-optimal w,, ,, can be obtained by
solving (39). Then, f, n,Vu” € U,, are optimally updated based on (26). Therefore, in each iteration, the
objective function of (31) decreases. Since the MSE is obviously limited, the convergence of Algorithm 1
is guaranteed. In Algorithm 2, 7, qu, (wy, Fy), and py are iteratively updated. In each step, the

3) Here we say that the solution is near-optimal since the variable w,, , is continuous and it is impossible to really perform
ES. Therefore, we discretize the interval and carry out the one-dimensional search, whose performance depends on the size of the
search step e.
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optimal or near-optimal solutions of these variables can be obtained, making the corresponding objective
function decrease. Since the total energy consumption is limited, Algorithm 2 thus converges.

3.3.2  Complexity analysis

To assess the computational complexity of the proposed algorithms, we quantify the total number of
floating-point operations (FLOPs), where one FLOP corresponds to either a complex multiplication or
a complex summation. The complexity is expressed as a polynomial function of the dimensions of the
involved matrices. For simplicity, we retain only the leading (i.e., highest-order or dominant) terms in
the polynomial, as these terms primarily determine the asymptotic behavior of the complexity.

The complexity of Algorithm 1 primarily arises from the channel inversions performed in step 4, which
involves a one-dimensional search to identify the near-optimal antenna position w, ,. In this step, the
objective function and constraints of (39) have to be computed K + 1 times, with each computation
requiring |U,| channel inversions. Given that the inversion of an M x M Hermitian matrix requires
O(M?) FLOPs, each inner iteration of Algorithm 1 incurs a complexity of O(M?3|U,,|(K+1)). Algorithm 1
consists of N outer iterations, with each outer iteration involving |U,| inner iterations. Since |U,| varies
with n and satisfies |U,,| < |U| = U, we simplify the complexity analysis by replacing [U,| with U. Then,
the overall complexity of Algorithm 1is O(M3U?N (K +1)). In Algorithm 2, the main complexity lies in
step 7, i.e., using Algorithm 1 to update wy; and Fy,. Let v; and v denote the numbers of outer and inner
iterations of Algorithm 2. Then, Algorithm 2 involves a total complexity of O(v1vo M3U?N(K + 1)).

4 Simulation results

In this section, we evaluate the performance of the considered system and also the proposed algorithms by
simulation. We consider the UMa (Urban Macro) environment. According to [49], the distance-dependent
pathloss of the [-th path of user u is PL,, ; = 32.4+20log; f.+30log,q Ay + w1, where A, is the distance
in meters between user u and the BS, and ¢,; ~ N(0,035) is the log-normal shadow fading. osp is the
standard deviation of the shadow fading and is set to be 7.8 dB here. The mmWave system operates at
a carrier frequency f. = 28 GHz and the bandwidth is B = 20 MHz. The noise power is 02 = —94 dBm.
In addition, we set J = 10, § = 1/10, vy = 1, k = 10729, £ = 1/10, ¢g = 1073, and p = 1/2. The
parameter C,, is uniformly distributed in [10%,3 x 10%] cycles/sample. Each user has D, = 500 data
samples, which are randomly selected from the dataset with equal probability. The computation capacity
of each user is G, = 1 GHz. For convenience, we assume equal FAS size and number of paths for all
users, i.e., W, = W, L, = L,Yu € U. The other parameters are specified in each figure. We compare
the performance of FAS with the FPA strategy, which follows the same steps as Algorithm 2, but omits
updates to wy. All results are obtained by averaging over 1000 independent channel realizations, with
each realization generated randomly according to the specified distribution.

Figure 3 depicts the convergence behaviors of the proposed Algorithm 2 under different configurations
of U. It can be seen from this figure that the total energy consumption decreases monotonically during
the iterative procedure and converges rapidly in about 4 iterations for all configurations. Moreover,
Figure 3 shows that the energy consumption grows with U. This is consistent with intuition since more
users result in more computation load, transmission data, and co-channel interference.

Figure 4 investigates the effect of the number of BS antennas and the transmit data size of the users.
Several observations can be made from this figure. First, the total energy consumption decreases with
M. This is because when the BS has more antennas, it becomes more powerful in receiving the desired
signal and compressing the co-channel interference. Second, it can be seen that when M is small, in
contrast to the FPA scheme, FAS can dramatically decrease the energy consumption. For example, when
M =2 and s = 60 kbits. FPA requires about 660 J to complete the task, while FAS requires only 420 J.
However, as the number of antennas increases, this advantage becomes less pronounced. This suggests
that FAS and the multi-antenna techniques can be complementary. In addition, we see that as expected,
the energy consumption increases with the transmit data size s, and when FAS demonstrates a more
significant advantage over FPA in terms of the energy efficiency.

Figure 5 compares the performance of FAS with that of FPA under different configurations of L and U.
Besides the observation that the energy consumption increases with U, which has already been verified
by Figure 3, Figure 5 also shows that the energy consumption decreases with L, indicating that a rich
scattering environment enhances communication effectiveness. In addition, it can be seen that the gap



Xu H, et al. Sci China Inf Sci  July 2025, Vol. 68, Iss. 7, 170304:13

, S = 60 kbits
, 8 = 60 kbits
, S = 40 kbits
, s = 40 kbits
, 8 = 20 kbits
, s = 20 kbits

Total energy
Total energy (J)

Number of iterations Number of BS antennas M

Figure 3 (Color online) Convergence behaviors of Algo- Figure 4 (Color online) Total energy consumption versus the
rithm 2 with W = 10\, M = 4, L = 5, and s = 60 kbits. number of BS antennas with U = 4, W = 10\, and L = 5.

4500 - 550 -
—¥—FAS,U=6 —¥—FAS, s = 60 kbits
4000 —% FPA.U=6 Fok o — e =Kk =K~ | % FPA, s = 60 Kbits
—a—FAS U=4 500 |- —8—FAS, s = 40 kbits
asoo | —0O- FPA, U=4 —o- FPA, s = 40 kbits
\\ —©—FAS,U=2 —©—FAS, s = 20 kbits
4 o FPAU=2 . —0G- FPA, s = 20 kbits
53000 \\ =450 -
Sy \ >
Das00 -\ |\ <)
) \ )
5 el 5|
2 2000 |
© \\}K «©
<] N °
= 1500 | N |2 350 -
1 Nk G-0——-6—--0--9S-——-6- -0 —-—85——8=—=—8—9
~
1000 |- \\ S
S O W 300 G\S\e\,\
00| " —% — =% il o—o
— —B—— 5 ——F——F-—§5_ @&
—— = -8 - 8 _ 5
0 L L L L L J 250 Il 1 1 Il Il Il Il Il ]
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 g 8 9 10
Number of paths L Normalized size of FAS W/
Figure 5 (Color online) Total energy consumption versus the Figure 6 (Color online) Total energy consumption versus the
number of paths with W = 10\, M = 4, and s = 60 kbits. normalized size of FAS with U =4, M =4, and L = 5.

between FAS and FPA first increases and then decreases with L. Interestingly, when L = 1, i.e., there is
only one path between each user and the BS, the energy consumption required by the methods using FAS
and FPA is exactly the same. Therefore, using FAS in this case does not benefit the performance. Note
that similar observations have also been made in the sum capacity maximization problem of a multi-user
uplink communication system [11], and have been theoretically analyzed (see [11, Lemma 1]).

Figure 6 investigates the effect of the FAS size W. Note that W does not affect the performance
of the FPA method. Therefore, for any given s, the total energy consumed by the FPA method is a
constant. It is seen from this figure that as W increases, the total energy consumed by the FAS strategy
decreases significantly at the beginning and then saturates. This is because we use the same K = 100
for all configurations when solving the problem (39) in Algorithm 1. Then, when W is relatively small,
increasing W can significantly reduce the correlation among the K + 1 sampling points. However, when
W becomes large, the spatial correlation among the K + 1 sampling points is no longer significant. In this
case, for a fixed K, further increases in W will not result in a significant reduction in energy consumption.

5 Conclusion

This paper investigated FAS-assisted FL in a multi-user communication system, aiming to improve the
energy efficiency of the FL process. We addressed this by formulating an optimization problem that
minimizes the total energy consumed for user-side computation and data transmission, subject to latency
and data size constraints. Due to the coupling of variables such as learning accuracy, transmit power,
antenna positions, and BS receivers, the considered problem is inherently non-convex and challenging to
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solve. To overcome this, we proposed a low-complexity algorithm that works iteratively and provides a
near-optimal solution. Simulation results have confirmed the algorithm’s effectiveness and highlighted
the advantages of FAS over FPA.
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Appendix A Proof of Theorem 1
According to (18), the first-order derivative of E w.r.t. 7 is

oE  —oai(; +1nn) +a1+a

— = . (A1)
on (1—mn)?
For convenience, denote function r(n) = % + Inn. Its first-order derivative is given by
or _n-1 (A2)
o

which is non-positive in (0, 1] and non-negative in [1,400). Therefore, when 7 increases from 0 to 1, r(n) decreases
monotonically from +oo to 1. Since a1 and ap are both positive, the numerator of (A1) increases monotonically from —oo
to ap as n increases from 0 to 1. Then, there must exist a unique zero point of the numerator of (A1) in the interval (0, 1].
Let no € (0,1] denote this zero point, i.e., it makes the following equation holds:

1 [

—+hnhn=1+—. (A3)

n aq

Since 1 + In7n decreases monotonically w.r.t. n in (0, 1], 7o can be easily found using the bisection method.
Accordingly, we know that OE/9n is non-positive in (0,79] and non-negative in [ng, +00), indicating that E decreases

w.r.t. in (0,70] and then increases in [ng, +00). Since ng € (0, 1] and 7 belongs to [ao, 1] (see constraint (22b)), we know
that if ag < 7m0, the optimal solution of (22) is ng. Otherwise, it is ag. Theorem 1 is thus proven.

Appendix B Proof of Theorem 2

Let (pZ{K, 'w;j, Flj) denote the optimal solution of (27) and MSEfin represent the corresponding MSE of user u at time block
n. Furthermore, let pjf , =1 — InMSEZ | . Substituting y;¥ ,, and MSE . into (28b), we have

Z Tn (e”ff’"flMSEff’n - uff’n> = Z ™ InMSEF |
neNy neNy

< -8, Yuel, (B1)

where the last step follows from the fact that MSE} ,, makes (27b) hold. Then, we know that (p;,w(;, Fy;, pyy) can make
all the constraints of (28) satisfied and is thus a solution of (28).
Let (py;, wyy, Fyj, 1f,) denote the optimal solution of (28) and MSE;, ,, represent the corresponding MSE of user u at

time block n. In the following we first show that (29) is true, based on which we then know that (p;,, w;;, Fy;) is a solution
of (27). Based on (25), the constraint (28b) can be rewritten as

Z Tn (Cuu’nilMSEu,n — ,Ufu,n)
nENu
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_ B —1 1 2 * «H _x *
- Z n e pu nfu ngun_ + Z pu/ynfu,ngu/’ngu/ .fun+U fun u,n _iu‘u,n

neNy u’ €Un \{u}
< -8 Yuel. (B2)

For convenience, we define q;, ,, = /Py, ,, and rewrite (B2) equivalently as follows:

* 2
—1 *
Z Tn C“u’n (qu nfu ngu n 1) + Z qu/ n.fu ngu ngul .fu n +o f ndun| T lu‘u,n
neNy u’ €Un \{u}
< =8, YuelU. (B3)

To prove (29), we first give Lemma B1, which provides an upper bound on the optimal transmit power.

Lemma B1. In the optimal case of problem (28), the transmit power satisfies

§ 1
/pii,n:qu,ngf*Hi*’ Yuel, n € Ny. (B4)

u,nJu,n

Proof.  See Appendix C.
Now we prove (29) by contraposition. Assume that Eq. (29) is not true. Then, there must exist a user v € U and a time
block n € N such that
M;,n #1—In MSEZ,n' (B5)

For this given user u € U, the corresponding inequality in (B3) can be rewritten as

* 2
—1 2 H H 2 H
Tn el (qu nfu ngu n 1) + § q; n ;,7ng/,ng:’,nf1t,n +o ;,n ;,n - M;,n
uw €Up\{u}
* —1 ~
+ 0D Tyt (euu,n/ MSE] ,, — U:,M) < -3, (B6)

n’eNy\{n}

in which we separate the summation terms at time block n from those at time blocks n’ € Ny, \ {n} for convenience. Note
that since MSE;, , > 0, e““,"’lMSEq’j’n — fu,n is a convex function of fi,,n and its unique optimal solution is

., = arg B’iin (e““’"flMSE:j’n — Hu,n)
= 1-InMSE; . (BT)

Then, by replacing uy, ,, in (B6) with u}, ,,, we have

* 2
o —1 z : *2 «H 2 pxH px *
Tn § €0 (qu nfu ngu n - 1) + Qu’,n u 7Lg'u, ngu’ fu n +o w,ndumn| = HPun
u’ €UUn\{u}

Y (M TIMSE — ) < - (BS)
n’€Nu\{n}

Note that the inequality in (B8) strictly holds, while in (B6), the inequality may hold with equality. This is because p3, ,,
is the unique point that minimizes e#:n ~*MSE} ,, — pu,n (see (B7)), while pf , cannot due to (B5). As discussed in

Appendix C, the term e (qu nfu nGun — 1)2 in (B8) is a quadratic function of gj, , with an upward opening and

its zero point is —ris—. Since Gyn S 7 (see Lemma B1), we can always find a new ¢}, ,, such that
w,nIu,n -f ngu n ’
Gan < uns (B9)
and
o, —1 2 *
Tn e qunfungun_l + Z fungu’ Lgu’ fun'i_o fun u,mn _lu‘u,n
u/eun\{u}
SID SRS (LS VE R F ) (B10)
n’ €ENu\{n}

Note that as discussed in Appendix C, for given u € U and n € Ny, besides the inequality in (B3) with w, which is
exactly (B8), g3, ,, also exists in |Un| — 1 other inequalities in (B3) with u"" € Uy \ {u} (see (C2)). In particular, for each

u'" e Uy \ {u}7 qii,n exists in the term 7',,Leuu”,n qu ”qu” ng“ ngu n ;:,, " Due to (Bg), it is obvious that

*
o =1 42 pxH * M 1o =1 %2 exH *H "
Tn€ “m Gy Sy nYu, ngu n u” n < Tne " Quin u“,ngu n9u,n u" ,n’ vu'l € Un \ {u} (Bll)
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Therefore, we know that by replacing pj, ,, and w;, ,, in (py;, wj, Fyj, ufy) with p}, , = q;?n and uy, ,, we can obtain a
new feasible solution for (28), and due to (B9), the objective function value can be further decreased. This contradicts the
assumption that (pj, wy;, Fyj, uy;) is the optimal solution of (28). Therefore, Eq. (29) is true.

On the other hand, due to (29), we have

> (eFenTIMSEL, —ph,) = > T InMSE;,
neNy neNy

< -8 Yu€el. (B12)

Therefore, (p,,w;;, Fy;) is also a solution of (28). Obviously, the optimal objective function value of (27) resulted from
(pé,wl’j, Flff) is equal to that of (28) resulted from (pj,, wy;, F}}, 1f,), since otherwise the objective function value can be
further decreased by obtaining a new solution for (27) from (p;,, w;,, Fj, uf;) or obtaining a new solution for (28) from
(p;j , wé, FZ;) Accordingly, we know that Eqgs. (27) and (28) are equivalent in terms of that they have the optimal solution.
Theorem 2 is thus proven.

Appendix C Proof of Lemma B1
For any given time block n € N and user u € Uy, from (B3) we know that only inequalities with u € Uy, contain q,n- Thisis
because, during the time block n, only users in U, are transmitting their signals. Therefore, the signal of user u only affects

the communication of users in Uy,. Then, ¢;, ,, appears in |Un| inequalities in (B3), i.e., the Tpefun™ (qu nfu nGun — 1)2
term in

. 2 .
1 *
Tnelun™ (‘Ju n.fu ngu n 1) + 7 § efun Z fu ngu’ ngu’ fu nto -f ndun | = Hun
u’eun\{u}
+ > (e TINISE] - ) < -5, (cn
n/ €Ny \{n}

H M T

*2 * .
and the me qu,n u// g:, ngu nf o, term in

*
K11 «H *
Tn€ “ e qy, nfu// ngu ngu nfu// n

+ Tn C“u”,n (qz”,n‘f;’}’[,ng;i”,n - 1) + Z q;i%nf':/l/{ ngu’ ngu nfu” +o-2f':/1/{,nfz”,n - /’I‘Z”,n
W U u}
+ Z Tt (0““”*"’ MSE?,, o :u';i”,n/) < =3, Vu" € Un \ {u}. (C2)
n’ €N, n\{n}

From (26) we know that fu 'n9u,n is real and positive. The zero point of

* 2
Tncuu’n (qu n.fu ngu n - 1) =0 (C3)

1 —1

fﬁ n9%u.n

ing, and its value first decreases w.r.t. g, , in [O,f*Hi] and then increases in [7f*Hg
w,n9u,n nJdu,n

Since mpetun ! > 0, rpetun ! (g5 nFifhgin — 1)2 is a quadratic function of ¢;, , with an upward open-

+00). Note that the

“
et * *H px* * : : *
Tnetu’l n T ‘1u nfﬂ,, wGonGun Sy, term in (C2) increases w.r.t. gy, , in [0,40cc]. Therefore, if g, > , we

1
fingin
can always decrease gy, , such that Egs. (C1) and (C2) still hold. Then, with the newly obtained g, ,,, all constraints of
(28) hold, and its objective function is further decreased. This contradicts the assumption that 43, is the optimal solution.

Therefore, in the optimal case, Eq. (B4) is true. This completes the proof of Lemma B1.
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