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(a) (b)

Bl 1 AFER (a) MEE (b) BIREBEREZERG

Figure 1 An example of the unbalanced (a) and balanced (b) data gathering route

B /INOK P 7 o )R A A DA TP R S RARER, LRz, IS U LR it e i 31 | 2R ik
PR L TE NHLRHERUR -6 T ALk 2% I8 S, Bilhn, FETC AR AR KA M2 v, ALK 2 A1
Bz, Joik B S, DRy DA% SR SR B sy — AN AR (R T . i Rz e R — N R
HIJ7iE A, 2 R SRS RIS R F AR IR SR BBt . 5 — RS sh R Wi Wie ke 5 e ) 8 7 22 el
Fe AR E, PR K2 — L i TR iR i TR 2 2 2 B s
BEFIZIAR Y, JAIA B A R R I AR B AR A R, DA RMRISCSR AR diE . B, B 1(a) AT (b) R
N TAEH 10 DIELAL KA AR ML E, AP A RS . B R sh i as 41
Hmlkig b R s Ae. AR, WCREEE I 58 SN R R T B R AL 1B 1(a) AT i) Bt
AR B AR BB, HMCHR 58 IO 11 1 1(b) V4 AR S d i W S BR A O], AU 58 I TR .
Wb, 5T AT s X 265 ¥ A Wie e 1m b, AT 19 B2 M Wi B A ) e K S B, X AR B 1S 21 1
f/ N B K Pl 7 i 1)

FERERS AL F AR AR SAE— 3. (1) 45— G = (V. E), B2 n KERE ¢ LK
TR EH. (2) O (f(n) RN n PR 2 BN 5. A AR S5 21257 508 X
il PN AT UL

1.2 HxI{E

PR JE HUIRAT 65 B 7 ) 2 NP PR [ . A R iR A7 65 B 7 il R ), MMICCP 7] 1 5 2R3
J& NP WM. HAToST MMCCP (i) # (7 32 BAE R RS A R 7 ). Xu 55 ) SEBH, /MK
P78 i i ] ST, D5/ B K BB 7 5 1) R AT S BA B 2. PR T B /N KO 8 6 ) JBLAF AE 3- 3Bl
SRR 0] 3k % U /N e BB 7 25 1) R AT T BA 3] 6. Jorati MU #E 2013 4EAT Xu 25 12 £E 2015 M7 s
BB T B/NROK B 55 M RRIG (16/3 + €)- ITEE, 7RIk € > 0 2 —MEE/NOH B STk [11,12] £
T AFREA. 2016 F, Yu & 18] 44 /)N oK Bl o5 1) 8 AU b ek 21 5, 56 FiZ ) X 2 H R
CL 2R () B A PR BA L.

MMCCP i A V2 A RRAS, tnfg AR I MMCCP [0 i, Xu 2 121 78 2015 £Ei%it TR
) MMCCP [ (7 + e)- LR, H e > 0 2 —/AMER/MIFHEL Yu Al Lin M 7E 2019 4F
7 Xu & (2 By B mly Bk A7 ook, Yot Tz 0 6- I VR A,

TSP A @& 1) . 24 AR R, SCF 12 il A K 0 50925 TR ORI Aol R, AR SCAU
BN KT — R TSP, T DS s RI 75 AE O (27) B IR N R B St fig (021X 2 H
CUATI TSP 0] 3K 21 fe 0 ) e R AR 77 vk AL ARV 7 T (R A o 3 S A v 76 52 B 78 [B] 1Y) TSP i)

(BP3L bR R L = AR TSP @) b KALLCK, FEE2SE TSP i@ 2 miiE b

&= =
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7 3/211 il (2021 4F), XA RGIE AL (FEITEE R SO E) Bkt ) 3/2 — ¢, Hirh e~ 10736 2 —
AR/ H 16, X SR FE RS E] TSP I — AN E R, fESRAE TSP a8 g kXA, A
AL S 0T WO 18 19] R PR AYE 20) 25 TSR R Ae g DURL IR FE AR B — AR, B
TELRUE SR H A 2 B AL 1.
1.3 AXHER

AR SO B /I B K BB 6 ) A T AN RE R, IRIEREE N O (3. BVEAY AT AN B
T, RS — W B s A A FRI B AOGS in) N3EAT TAR B, A3 BRI A TR BRI TSP A
B (BRI TSP )@ H g, XA ZTFENENTE — R B — KK ERENE). K5, 7558
i B P FH B A RN B 5t N B K B R ) ) e LA AR PR B B F B R AR
Xof il AT SR A, R A SCEVEHAR M B RBIE 5. R4, ASGEL H T K MMCCP 1] #f)
R M R AL (RIS ), R LN I AR B2 O (knl). BRIk, ARSCHgS B T30
FIRIFA KA MMCCP 0] BERS A S%, U (0] 52 2% B2 LU B 8 4 R A BB o, &, &
SCIEXE MMCCP o] BT T 53 3058 L. 70 38 FEEVEINRESK 2] MMCCP I @ ) s L. AL
£ MMCCP 43358 F 5035 F I DTk S0 BT A8 F 16 20 SRR B A S g ).

KA TR eI R 2. B2, 725 2 T4 MMCCP [l FR ) fa] B Mess Sk, SRJG /eSS 3 1
B BB MRIEAST MMCCP [ @ N\ P HAREE. 25 4 45 T MMCCP [l @ 1) 4y 3 S
i 5 5 AT MMCCP @ 1) sh &SRS, IXORASCH R R, |5, 5 6 TR

2 MMCCP [o)fipfE M E L

MMCCP i1 & — A~ L 7Y 1 20 4 1] R0, JHG A 19 B 10 SR A SR S A 2 MO I T R AR, J I Pl g, 4R
HE AR, A4 H MMCCP a8 —Fp 2 48 RAE L, FF 0t I [ 2 28 B /R — R
H R S ASCH EELE R (B MMCCP HIhaSMRIE%) #E4T X B,

B, MH MMCCP [ AR — AN 2 MMCCP i) /) 5 SR (5 S 1), W Ak
A V R <k NTE HERREAET b ADNBINES. RN R KB KR, Bk
N AR

SIFB1 AR, AT MMCCP [ J e AR AR T 4R v RIGr BT A8 4T & AR

MERR ]S ANk ORT AT TIRUANE n, TU ) R S PR AR S PLIR, BN TR AR
—ANFAERITT, SRR RE Y 0. BRI EE TORIRATAT DME W & < n.

L CF MR AR B C BTUSE V RIS T K < B ANTHE VLV, ., Ve, HIF
e S, R MR TEME BT ES. B, ¢ BEA KA CLCy, .., Cr. B
Tk <k<n WV, Vo,... . Vig FEHE—=NFEEH > 2 DA, BEXNTFENV, 1<i<E),
C* WS V; WIEBA C;. 78V, PR AT v, %V SR TRV = (0} MV =V \V/. H
TV =1, aTUMERA— KR 0 FEER v/ (D Vv BITE o BR—ANE C)). 2 ¢ B
THAT v, T BTS00 B 1) 7 V2 i il — N B, IR 213 55 v I — AN oF. il 2 B,

XA, AR T — M C, e ST EIRAN O K+ 1 =A%, Of KEAEE ¢ 1
KPZ, I ¢ ffifl (BRI R R K ) AN ¢ RIfE, B ¢ R B Mg. SN ERiBIE, 7T

1) Bl “9)SCES” (branch-and-bound) AT SAE “PHE v (1. ASTHERUR 73 SOE FHX —FIER, A 1ol 5
B <o 30 ABLERUA SEE T I BT RIS, R T S BAR R <8Ik 1S
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2 ¥E C HEARAITE C 1 Cf

Figure 2 Decompose cycle C; into two cycles C} and CJ/

BREN— MR V RIS TG b N FRNERE.

BEIEE 1, FATA TEFRIGTRE V RIS Rk A TFEBRIS. il W, FRIXFRI N k- X
4y MMCCP 7] &5 ) fi] 5 A% 28 S92 1) AR B e A28 BT T RE IV k- R4, SRJE R —AS k- Xl 47,
Kk ANEE SRS A THER A T, R KB RN, 1R, B4 k- KI5 Hix v —
AR BRI k- KI5 R RRE /N, AR MMCCP (7] 38 ) S AL R

EIEL B AR T, ATE O (kmnt) ISR S MMCCP (5] B3 A A

WERR TE—AN k- RIorHh, B 0 ATARAN B NMESH. B TB—ANTAA & MiEs, H—3t
A on AT, I k- RIS RSN e ARG, S k- RI5, TH5EP S BT T R
). RBEEANNG N P = {(Vi,Va,.... Vi}, T Vi BFIRINA ng. FETEV, b BER—ATRHES,
o LR R B K B . IXRERIHERIIE A n! B k- RI9r P RIFTE TAE T 5 HES L i B H B
N nal+ nal+ -+ my! = O(nt). B, MMCCP (1) ] i@ i 8] B AL 28 B 75 VELE O (k™nl) B[] Y SR 3]
A

TETER Vi bR R e R I L7 2 FL A 0 e, At 2 R AR Vi W) TSP il . A FH R AT 45 B3 7 Il
BN RRIGEE 2 AT O*(2m) WA Py SR Bt g, Rk, BHAEREAS T4 LA TSP MahaHk)
B, W MMCCP [0 8A]7E O* (kn2™) B IA] PR BB AR. 12X e B 1 o 1] B AR 28 2 1) — A St

3 MMCCP o)Ay FibIe

AFTA GE I B S IRIBAST MMCCP [ S B BEAT FAR BE A i, AR IR H IR D95 4 5510
Oy SRS AL 5 I Bh A R SR %

fR/ N K P8 7 i o) R AN BRI b AP 5 T A I T, BRI, AR — AN TR 7 4R S ERE
XA A T PR B R ) B, A AR /) K P 78 i [ i 2B R ) — N JEACD R X SEf |2
ZAERE G[S) bR TSP ML f£1XH, GS] 8l ¢ TR T4 5 ERSHTE, B ¢S] Lt
TS FIrERTUR, UL G EFrE PN R E S .

FEA n AT G BRI TSP 10, 4335 4 AU AR S BRI SRE 920 0 () 52 4%
N O*(2m). fEf/INBOK B g i, BATT T EAERE— D TR T8 LA TSP, DARASAEIX AT A
THERKERERE. BT —3h 2n DATRERTR T2, ZFEWIE L&, WRIE TSP KIEhSHk
FOEAVE RGO, ZORM A T 74 BRI AL TSP B, Ml ZAEP O (2 - 27) = O*(4™) IHE.
{HSERR b, ASCIEB AT DAAE S RA) O (2m) IR 1) A Rt 1] . X 7 ER N2 TSP [l () 3 A ML 51
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*1 HERBEE v WIS TFELNEM TSP EIRFERNNSHLIE sp
Table 1 Dynamic program table sp used to compute the optimal TSP tours for all the subsets containing vy
v2 v3 V4 cee Un—1 Un
[} c21 €31 ca1 . Cn—1,1 Cn1
{va2} X f f f f f
{vs} f X f f f f
{vn} f f f f f
{v2,vs} X X f f f f
{UQ, U4} X f X f f f
{vn-1,vn} f f f f X X
{v2,v3,..., Up—1} X X X X
{v2,v3,..., Up—2,Un} X X X X X
{vs,..., Up—2,Un} f X X X X X

EAER, B B MU5E. T HIX T
5132 "{E O*(2") RN R GE V A A2 T8 EREAL TSP B,

WERR K G ERTE WIS SN v, 00, .., . BAGTFREEITE RS v BT8P ER R
L TSP [Hli%. A5, £ B2 o, WHEHITEEE v MR8 BRI TSP . 25, £
AREE T vy, PR ITEEE vz P ATE LR TSP B, KCEHE, B2E ERFET—4
TR vy, B—ATI AL v, BRI TSP FIESHLZ v, A5, KEH 0.

THHEIA S vy FTETEERE TSP B FITHHE 5. X S2br LEH 2] TSP iH 8T
ANARRIFE. WiE— B MRIRM sp, sp N ATRR—ANTETE S (AEE v1), sp K
BIRR— NI (AE o). BT v; # vy BBTETE S AEE v (AT, S AR v,
WA E v;), W sp[S,vi] BIEXGEM vy R, &3 S FITIS— R BAN—IR, S5 28 v R
7 (X RBNERNRFEAE sp (shortest path) MBI FIKE. Z TS T8 S BE v, W spS,v] T
JE X (BUE XN 00). IXMFRE T B MRIR ML, Wk 1 Pos.

JIETBEE, ¥ sp[S, vi] LA splr, S, v), ARHFRIEM vy HARIE L EE, TR M50
%, A B RIR L. splor, S,v;) (1 € S, v; €S, H vy #v;) BEBHEARN

(1)

U}(’Ul,’Ui),

splvi, S, v;] = {minvjES feplon, 53 {osvg] +uwlvg vil}

ENARREG T 24 S %?%N, Sp[Ul,S, vz’] it U1 F Ui Z A0 E K w(Ul,Ui)~ 8 A
RGNS, splur, S, v;] ABEITE ) v; € S, splv1, S\ {v;},v;] + w(v;,v;) K/ ME, BIA v, K, &
it S\ {v;} TS — X BAL—IR, ARG EIE vy, FERNE o, (PR FEEE IR
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1E 1R, BTSSR S XRLIIAT T vy XEBLIFULINTF S0 7, FoR GBS splo, S, vi) H
. BEERESHR <7, RERFEEIS splor, S, 0.] KHE. RHEBEITRENE o L EAL,
H v €S, RFE splu, S, vi] HIE X,

T2 1 FURIIBIA IR sp, BB FIBAT« REAT AL BB 35 B 510 B 70 R B
nf. it TSP ShARUR EEI T AT, SRR | SRR N O((n — 1)(n — 2)273). &
R NG ILINOMT, BRG] LSS0 (1,2] BB B LA I T R XA EAE W]
AL T

AT IXE S, B AR TS AN o) M T4 T BRI TSP [l 4 S =1\ {v;}, X
I

min {splvr, §\ {13}, 5] + w(vg,v0)) 2)

MRS T4 T TSR 82 (RIS E 8. R (2) BHXAEENS v HE, Uil S\
{v;} CFFAS v;) HIIFTE TS, SR)G EE v, BENE v, BRI T T R EATSE D — K —
AN XA EREER, RIEh Ui T T R T — REA K. @RS ASR EE
TR, AR R0 (2) i MERIE, B) T R TSP [

EERENR 2) F, A |5 <n—1, HL S\ {v;}] <n—2 R T NFAE 1 FREhE ML
K sp PATHIBLEES HIR/NZEM 0 E n — 2.

DTEHB ST A G v BT 74 LR TSP [ 28 e 2% fIRT F]. ARBUX AL — > F
% 7, H EFRAR TSP BIEEHIKFEILA tsp*(T). M tsp*(T) MIMERIA (2) K. BIESHEMEIE sp &
Zitssete, M (2) TEH (T — 1 < n— 1 WERBE OMEMLE). BT —3F vt A
A T, XA FBE R FARTERL (2) BITHEATE SR I RN O((n — 1)27Y). Bk, tHEHATE 6
& v BITIS FHE BRI TSP [BI8% T A6 2% (K RO 1] (BREhASHIRIZE sp AOTHEER ERI BTG T 4510
X (2) THEE T Z A A

O((n—1)(n—2)2""2+ (n—1)2""") = 0*(2").

KA RBENE, NTEEE o KARKTUEFEXT N (2), R ZEH R s
I sp BIF]. T2, HAWDAFRBTETE T M Ty, WL v € Ty, v € To, WA tsp*(T1)
H tsp* (To) #AEFH BIZNA KR sp, HATEN T 1 Tp #ERPBAF RIS RRIE. TR
PRAE 1A 5 BEFTUE T RIS E] (R O (21)) EE O* (4™) BER.

FIREdh, FEE BRI v 25, B EER n— 1 AT, IFEHITAEAE v FITSFE (BA
AEE vr) LRI TSP [HIERFTAE 2R BTy O* (2n—1). kiR EHE, B3I R R —/N, s
i EIAT R T X BT SR e B R TRy

O*(2%) + O*(2%) +--- + 0*(2") = 0*(2- 2") = O*(2").

WS CV RAELTATE S LR TSP FEid N TSP*(S), HKELN tsp*(9) =
w(TSP*(9)), w53 2 KR EHRRT SR, XH w(TSP*(S)) &~ TSP*(S) F&AMKE
Z .
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4 DXEREE

I SCE FEEAR A — R R, AR R — M <R MR, EEEMCES T R
w5 REAE I WA SN 2 1) T B4 R AN AT BB 2 B 22 A S R, ) LA R X AN - B A4
R, XA IR, XMT MMCCP [l @, w44 B8 5 5 e SRR R AR ST — ANk, ik 1 (B
% branch) Fi7R.

RN EER SRR R, iR ¢ R — MBS, 7EEYE branch 1, val(C) FonEIE
7 C WA, B ¢ iR KRB, % ¢ A — M ERIMEE S (L ¢ aR), W val(C) BIMEN co.
WS cV R—ANIEFT LS. 5L branch F, TSP*(S) #n S _ERIHAL TSP B, w(TSP*(S)) %
/N TSP*(S) MK E (BiL ERREZ ). TSP*(S) f£5 3 W ELiHH I T, Wkal e
ELPHEEMH. B5 2, EPITHEE 1 ZRTE TR ERATE 3 TR PR B AL (5B 2).

TEEE 1, Copr R UHT AN BIF M. Copr WITRIL NS (L 1 28 7 20). MHIEE
BT AR A AR RS, Copr U MR B AR AR 1, BIBVE 128 17 AR Bl

E% 1 The branch-and-bound algorithm branch(V, k) for MMCCP

Input: A vertex set V', and a positive integer k;
Output: An optimal solution to MMCCP;

1: if V =0 then

2: Return 0;

3: end if
4: if k=1 then

5 Return TSP*(V);

6: end if

7: Copr + 0;

8: for each SCV, S # 0 do

9 if w(TSP*(S)) > val(Copr) then
10: Continue;
11: end if
12:  C’ <+ branch(V \ S,k — 1);

13: if val(C’') < val(Copr) then

14: CopT {TSP* (S)} uc
15: end if
16: end for

17: Return Copr;

/N B R P 7 5 1) A ) A ER PR AN S0 . TIS AN n RIS E k. BRATTAS W5 48 1 758 F A0
BN (n, k). B9k 12— NBARE, EXTUSE VvV MRS REATERE, B Vv "5 AT
£ SR V\S, MG IXEERIRI > (Fk 15 8~16 5). XRHEE 1 32, £ 74 5 FRix
i TSP [mIB%, IXFERLHEE T b AN —AE. ET4E VS EEARVEECH k-1 1 MMCCP |7
LTS BEHITAA s A, WAE VS _Ef MMCCP [ R (n — s,k — 1), XL —
KO3, A MMCCP (8@ U (n, k) BN T (n — s,k —1).

FE3 SRR ARBCATT 3N (S, V\S), HHIW 74 S EREAL TSP [8l B8 MK B2 R T 2411
CLEFR B Bl AR AR (B9 158 9 28, WIEEH R T3, MG Ml (S, V\S) It
fRASIAIIE R (B0 155 10 #5). X250 1 Bl A 8RR ).

966



FEEBE EERE H5285 6

#& 2 MMCCP [Bf% MBS ETERREEMKIR dp
Table 2 Dynamic program table dp used in the second stage dynamic programming algorithm for MMCCP

1 2 Lo k
0 dp[0, 1] dp[0, 2] . dpl0, k]
{v1} dp[{v1},1] dp[{v1},2] e dp[{v1}, k]
\% dp[V, 1] dp[V, 2] e dp[V, k]

FERAIEIE S, Bk 1 o B AR IR 1 — N — AV, XFESE 1 st A il T BERY
fift. DRI, S5 1 SRR 18] 52 2R FEAT SR AR i . AHL 23 S8 R — P siz B vl U i R %,
SKPRBAT RCR AT IZ LS BRI RIRI B R IR 2, KRB “Frilce 2R K e i — A B
AN KRR LA RER A R SOE R EVARI MR R T, VR IR TR BT A 1.
BRI T RAE/N R, BOBTRRI R, SR SE PRI AT ROR

5 TESHXIEE

IS S EE branch (5% 1) Z T USROS (8], & K9 #E38 R I Il 7R R, R
ARER/MIER MMCCP SeBl# BRI TIRZ K. tik, IRE 5 BB s SRR, 481t
S ) S B A R R, 2 77 BRI, R EARAIW, AL EE T

HRN A SRR IE. WA V BTSSR SN v, v, 0. AERV BI—ADTEE S,
SE XS HIARZENE TR S TR G 5 W BRI 5. B4, 35 S = {vr,va, 06}, W S HIFREE
N (1,2,6). A TS, sl BHE V KFA THRE D T, AR N EIRHES, X F
IFPFRA VTR 7.

MMCCP HIahZ A ) sh &SRR dp, W3R 2 s, shS IR dp fAT 0 N 4R
THFHBIE Vv K5 SRR dp 5k B, 2RISR 1B kX kR

FEZE 2 W, BRI dp 193 S AT (BMRE S XRLIAT) 5 @ 5104 dplS, i, K& SON &R Z @ 4
Bl EEd S T TR, KRR iR oK PR s AR A ARAEL. dplS, 4] RO HE A N

minycs{max{dp[S\ T,i — 1], tsp*(T)}}, S#0,i>1,
dp[S, 4] = { oo, S£0,i=0, (3)
0, S = 0.

1E3 (3) Y, tsp*(T) RIS T LA TSP I, iZME B4 4E MMCCP il @S2 () FiAd
B BOTE M, 205 3 .

/N K B 6 1) R (R B AS BRI, e X Bh A RRIR dp A 2R IEAT . WA B EHTT
B dp PR ERIGHE. ZB SRR IR 2 s, X 0& MMCCP [ #8155 B B i sh ARk 5.
(B — M BB RS2 X MMCCP [ R SE 347 AR 38, 2 056 3 15 e 51 B 2). 7R 2 H,
tsp*(S) FoRTLEE S LRI TSP BRI KE. ZE CALAE MMCCP 1) @S2 451 ft 7 4b BE B Bt
.

WIS BEE dp[V, k) BHHERLRE, AR HST VORI AR R 3 IR TSP (7] 2%
BAE—IE, WA f /N oK BB i ) ) A A A
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B3k 2 The dynamic programming algorithm dp-calc(V, k) for MMCCP

Input: A vertex set V, and a positive integer k;
Output: The optimal value for MMCCP;

1: V1 < i<k, dp[d,i] + O;

2: for each S C V in lexicographic order do

3 dp[S, 1] < tsp*(S);

4 for i + 2 to k do

5: Compute dp[S, 7| by (3);

6 end for

7: end for

8: Return dp[V, kJ;

NS 2 B R A FE AT A AT

SIEE3 5%k 2 KRR B AN 0*(3m).

AR BIAHLIR dp BORE—ATXERL AN TAR, KN G TR () A AR/ 5
TURER S, X S FrafRiff) dp AT, A k D ERIuAE R ZHE. s BsHEA R (3) it RS — AT
¥ dpl[S,i], T BEALRIIBIAN O215) = 0(29) (BN T4 S WIFTE T4 7). Bk, THE A
AL dp FrAE D RIS )

n

Z(”) -k-zi:kz<7> 97 — k3",
=0 M =0 M

HA g —MEglor2lm T oume#E (7F (z+y)" WEHARXF S 2 =2,y =1 015). XERHK
% 2 BBIRRIE R BN OF(37).

2k, HenT DOE A S R B B, B B 2.

EIE2  F/NE KR TG BRI E O*(3™) B[R] P =R 21 B A .

MEER MMCCP [n) @5 56 % 1 50325 1 56 — B B Pl B Zh SRR B (S 05138 2) FIss B B
BNASRINEE (RPEE 2) PREB A pk. 51 B 2 FRBHZE — M B BBl AR B (B B4R B2 O (2n).
513 3 R M B B AR EE BN (R SR AR B0 O (3™). BRI, SR 3 fw /) oK BB 7 5 ) R e R
B FITAE 2R PR IR R S O*(37).

6 %518

AR SONS fi /I i K BB o 1) iy T 2 B A LRSS B A R PR W L, I TRV R R
O*(3"). R—Hikt g M REIRA T RFNSEE. 7o, AIGEX MMCCP BB 1 75
SCEFEE, g T AR 73 SOM AT BT R Hems.

BN RABTFC AR PP T T AT 5 B8 16 e R A SO Hh I M i B sl & R semes, T BAET ™
B HARRRA 14 1) 75 5 17 LB 78 i 1) b . 30K DRy 1 il R RS SRR SRR, LR T DA g st
T+ MMCCP ] 2 () S PR RS I S0, B sl sk it [ 2 2 O (3m).
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Exact algorithms for the min-max cycle cover problem
Sen YUAN, Kaiqi CHEN, Jiangkun LI & Peng ZHANG"
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Abstract The min-max cycle cover problem is a generalization of the traveling salesman problem. Wireless
sensor networks, UAV disaster rescue, and other fields all leverage the challenge. While approximation solutions
for the min-max cycle cover issue receive a lot of attention, research on exact algorithms is sparse. Based on
the combinatoric characteristics of the problem, we design the first exact algorithm for the min-max cycle cover
problem using the dynamic programming strategy. We prove that the time complexity of our algorithm is O*(3™).
Our method for the min-max cycle cover problem consists of two stages. The first stage involves preprocessing
the problem’s input, and the second stage involves finding the best solution to the problem based on the first
stage’s results. Interestingly, the two stages are both based on the dynamic programming strategy. This is the
main feature of our algorithm. The time complexity O*(3™) of our algorithm is significantly better than that of
the enumeration algorithm using brute-force search.

Keywords min-max cycle cover, dynamic programming, branch and bound, exact algorithm
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